Nucleic acid immunization: concepts and techniques associated with third generation vaccines.
A radical change in vaccine methodology arrived nine years ago with the advent of nucleic acid immunization. Aspects such as plasmid design, gene selection, the use of immunostimulatory complexes and clinical trials are discussed in this review. Furthermore, concepts and protocols involved in the construction, evaluation and immunization of a DNA vaccine have been examined as new strategies to enhance this technology continues to grow.